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Minutes of Hoath Parish Council meeting held on
Monday 10" February 2025 at 5.45pm in Hoath Village Hall.

Present: Councillors: Imogen Morizet (Chair), Karen Johncock, Adele Wright and Williams Hawkins.
Caroline Read (Parish Clerk & RFO), and 8 members of the public were also present.

1.

2.

Apologies. All Councillors present. Councillors NOTED the recent resignation of Sandy Sinclair.

Declarations of Interest & Dispensation requests. There were no declarations of interest to
agenda items in the agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 s32 and The Relevant
Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012.

Minutes of the Last Meeting. Councillors CONSIDERED and unanimously APPROVED the
minutes of the November and December 2024 meetings.

Matters arising from previous minutes: Cllr Johncock to provide the Clerk with a copy of the
Capital Grant application. Action: Clir Johncock

KCC Report. KCC Councillor Alan Marsh provided an update on devolution. He also confirmed
that Council taxpayers in Kent will see their council tax bills increase by no more than 5% in April
2025.

CCC Report. CCC Councillor Rachel Carnac also provide an update on devolution. She also
confirmed that a Tree Officer has now been appointed at CCC. Clir Carnac encouraged the
residents and Parish Council to progress with the neighbourhood plan.

Representations from the public: There were no representations from the public.
Planning: Councillors considered the following new planning applications and had no objection:
Reference Location Proposal
CA/24/02224 | Tambour Manor | Variation of condition 2 (agricultural occupancy) of
Church Road planning permission CA//90/00899/FUL for the erection
Hoath, CT3 4IT of farmhouse; to allow removal of condition 2.

CA/24/02276 | Woodside, Hicks | Single-storey rear extension.
Forstal Road,
Hoath, CT3 4JS

CA/25/00097 | Rushbourne Oast, | Single-storey rear extension.
Hoath Road,

Hoath, CT3 4JP

Other Planning Matters: Councillors NOTED the feedback from the Broad Oak Reservoir update
with South East Water and RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Morizet as the Parish Councils
representative for the next stakeholder advisory group meeting. Action: Chair
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Councillors CONSIDERED the update from Finn’s Estate Agents and RESOLVED to follow up by
letter on observations regarding improvements to the Parish: Action: Clir Hawkins and Clerk
Councillors also CONSIDERED and RESOLVED to visit existing play areas in the locality to gain an
better insight to what might be possible. Action: All Councillors.

Councillors NOTED that ClIr Carnac is to call in Planning Application CA/22/01911 - Old Tree
View, Old Tree Road, Hoath, Kent, CT3 4LE - Erection of hay barn, for CCC’s Planning Committee
to review the application.

Councillors NOTED planning application CA/25/00025 - Land to Northeast Of Woodlands Farm
Calcott Hill, Sturry - EIA Screening opinion request in relation to installation and operate a
227.5MW Battery Energy Storage System, and although not within the Parish boundary
Councillors felt it was important to monitor the development.

9. Neighbourhood Plan. The Councillors NOTED that the questionnaire remained in draft form,
with positive input received from CCC. The Clerk advised that the final draft questionnaire
would still need to be approved at a full Parish Council meeting, along with an appropriate
privacy notice, quotes for printing and distribution before it can be published. Councillors also
NOTED the requirement for GDPR to be followed and would explore methods of distribution
and collection of data. Actions: Councillors and Clerk

The Councillors CONSIDERED and RESOLVED to include a Privacy Notice with the questionnaire.
Action: Chair to forward draft questionnaire to Clerk.

10. Open Spaces. Councillors NOTED the formal registration of the Village Green. Councillors
NOTED that the second memorial bench and tree had been delivered and would be installed at
the Village Green when the inclement weather subsides. Councillors NOTED that the Parish
Clerk had donated 5 small silver birch trees to the Hoath Meadow Group. Action: Cllir Wright

Councillors NOTED the updates to the Asset Register. Action: Clerk to publish.

Councillors CONSIDERED and RESOLVED to move an existing bench in the Parish, pending
refurbishment, to the concrete plinth at Mill Road. Action: Cllr Wright

11. Allotments. Councillors NOTED that no progress had been made with the Allotment Association,
and they remained £25 in arrears.

12. Report of the Clerk and RFO:
e Councillors NOTED current cashbook/bank balance at Lloyds is: £26,651.03/£27,108.14
The bank balance at Unity Bank is: £0.00
e Councillors NOTED the transfer to Unity Bank was progressing with both the current and
reserve account now open, Councillor Morizet and Councillor Johncock RESOLVED to log
in to the Unity Bank account so that future payments and receipts could be administered
and the old Lloyds Bank account closed. Action: Clirs Morizet and Johncock.
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e Councillors also NOTED that the Lloyds Bank account has changed to a Community
Account and is no longer free, with a monthly £4.25 charge with effect from 14% January
2025.

e Councillors CONSIDERED and RESOLVED to set up a direct debit for the Information
Commissioners Office.

e The bank statements and bank reconciliations for December 2024 and January 2025
were passed to Cllr Hawkins for scrutiny and signing.

e Councillors NOTED the 2025/26 Tax Base is: £224.60 (£3.94 annual increase to a Band D
property).

e Councillors NOTED CCC’s Lord Mayor Voucher Scheme and resolved to nominate three
residents. Action: Clerk

e Councillors CONSIDERED and RESOLVED to renew membership to the CPRE (Campaign to
Protect Rural England) Action: Clerk

e Councillors NOTED that KCC Highways had requested a meeting to review the Highway
Improvement Plan for Hoath. Action: Clir Johncock

e Councillors NOTED the correspondence with the Chislet Playgroup. Action: Clerk

Councillors NOTED receipt of £200 (cash) from the Allotment Association, to be deposited in the
new Unity Bank Account. Councillors unanimously RESOLVED to agree the following payments:
1. Clerk’s February 2025 Salary/Expenses. -
2. CPRE renewal £60.00

13. Date of the Annual Parish Meeting: Councillors CONSIDERED and RESOLVED to hold the Annual
Parish Meeting on 19t May 2025, and invite a guest speaker from the British Horse Society.
Action: Clerk

14. Date of the Annual Meeting of the Council: Councillors CONSIDERED and RESOLVED the date of
the 2025, Annual Meeting of the Council, to elect a Chair to be 19t May 2025. Action: Clerk

15. Date of next meeting: 5.45pm on Monday 10" March 2025. Agenda to be published no later
than Tuesday 4" March 2025.

Caroline Read

Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
Hoath Parish Council
Clerk@hoathparishcouncil.gov.uk

Signed as a true record (Chair) Date:
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